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A summary of the Anthony Halberstadt Chapter and Founder Jim Halberstadt 

 

• The Anthony Halberstadt Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution was named 
after Hessian solder, Anthony Halberstadt, who was captured at Trenton, by General 
George Washington on December 26, 1776.  Anthony Halberstadt later became a driver 
for one of the Generals in the Continental Army. 

• James Franklin Halberstadt, founder of chapter, was born in 1912 and passed in 1983.  
He was the 3rd great-grandson of Anthony Halberstadt. 

• James Halberstadt was born in Pleasant Mills, Indiana.  He played baseball (catcher) on 
his High School team, and later pitched horseshoes at the county and state level.  He 
won the individual horseshoe runner-up at the State in 1952. 

• Jim worked at Harvester in Fort Wayne, served for three years in the Army in the Pacific 
Theatre of Operations, and worked multiple types of job when he moved to Decatur in 
1952. 

• Jim fought multiple diseases in his life:  polio, a fractured skull, hepatitis, bladder cancer, 
and a muscle disease that attacked the use of his legs. 

• Jim founded the Anthony Halberstadt Chapter on July 19, 1969.  He called the meeting 
to order with a gavel made from the home of William Henry Harrison in Vincennes.  The 
first officers were: 

o President:  Jim Halberstadt 
o Vice-President:  Don Melching 
o Secretary:  Dick Heller Jr. 
o Treasurer:  Douglas Halberstadt. 

• Other founding members were James F. Halberstadt Sr., James Jerome Yager, Alonzo F. 
Halberstadt, L. Luther Yager, Melvin Werling, and Lester Halberstadt. 

• James Halberstadt founded the local Children of the American Revolution (CAR) on 
October 25, 1969. 

• The Anthony Halberstadt Constitution and Bylaws were adopted on June 14, 1970. 

• The Antony Halberstadt Chapter hosted the Indiana State Society on October 7, 1974. 

• James Halberstadt was awarded the Indiana State Society Good Citizenship Medal on 
July 13, 1970. 

• Jim Halberstadt organized the Morgan Raid Camp Chapter of the Sons of Union 
Veterans, was commander for the Disable American Veterans, a member of the 
Descendants of Colonial Clergy, and Society of Colonial Wars, among many others. 
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